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2 


Publiſh'd by Mr. PETER BELBIN. 


— — 


The one on * Death „ 
Mr. GEORGE ELLIOTT, 


F late of 
READING, 
The other on the Death of a 
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With Relation 6 to the Gabe of our E : 


FESUS CHRIST, &. 


DEAR SIR, 


BR] HAVE nothing greater in my 
vier, than to offer ſome 

8 7 the behalf o Truth, 3 ny po 
| 1 eam unequal to ev 2 
| — this Kind, Ty yet on wil permit 
me to make an attempt, in this Epiſtolary Way, 
and hoping your Candor will cover my weak- 
| neſs, I humbly ſubmit a few Tho to your 
impartial Judgment, with Relation to the pure 
e our Lord 7 Chriſt, by enga- 


ring 
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| Kian 2 (<c) without. any Prejudice. agai 


low, or ppororchy of of a Chriſtian ; knowing, y 


ton. Orthodox Evangelih. Pe Pi. ' ſaith, if F 27 


out Cagfroul; more than Mhers. N 


it. 0 * 


411 


ring, what of it we bare in Mr. Belbin' 's two 
J 5} 2 
This, T p eſume to da, & on the foot of Chr — 


the Author, and hope Without any Deſign be- 


*be. altogether unacquainted with 
Bells Diſcourſes, and the Spirit appearing In 


them, nor do I think yeu would have Funeral 
Sermons, gain Licence to propagate Error with- 

The oſpel of our Lbrd Jeſus Chriſt- Muſt 
be allow'd to be a Matter worthy, our vtmoſt 
1 (4) * T apprehend it may be 

ated in Words, according to the different 
Schemes hoe A upon on it, f 5 J con- 
ceive every Doctrine en, | has its Founda- 
tion on the different ſtating of the n 
which I take to be as followe tn. 

Firſt, Some fay to this Purpaſe, that the 
Goſpel is a free unconditional . of 
8 by Jeſus, Chriſt, b M res. o 
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Free Juſtification, faith; 30 600 Tm 
a Ln ET 1s — given unto K hoe Which che 


upon ſuch, as have neither Morſey ta buy, 0 Worth to feſeove it it. 


Again he faith,” char il the Covenant, there is ap .72 F N w 
1 


Mr. 
were ſuch a ak 


quir d, on our Parts, to intitle us t6 the Bleſſin . 
t 
ere 30314 End of the Cove- 


ndition 


dition 3 e. a proper 


nant of Grace; yea, the Covenahit of ker pt. indeed no Co- 
venant of Grace. Dr. Chauncy in his Rejoynder, p. 34. faith, 
the Promiſe of the-Goſpe-to-us;-comains-all good News, ing free 

and to Sinners of _ ang of eternal Lite after in 


[5] 
' Secondly, others on the other Hand ſay to this 
Purp oſe, that the Goſpel is a conditional Diſcos 


4 very — Salvation, by Jeſus Chriſt, in the . 


* of 70 it, or in ſome. Part, or Parts of it. ) 
The former of theſe I take to be the true 


proteſtant Way of ſtating the Goſpel, agree- 
ing with the Scriptures of Truth, or rather 
founded upon them, (s) with which the glorious 
Doctrines of Election, (b) particular. Redemp- 
tion, ( juſtification by the Imputation of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs, () and the Work of the Lord, tbe 


Spirit in Regeneration, the Creature being p 


ſive, & do all ſweetly agree, and the rich Va- 


riety of Divine Truths are cloſely connected. 
The latter, I take to be the e Dn 
of the Antichriſtian Scheme. 10123 
'The Goſpel being ſtated as a new Laos 
conditional Diſcoyery of. youll of is the aui 
Support of "_ Invention of Men; „ pre- 
n to be of n in Matters af f Relig 
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7 * See, Goſpel Truth flated and vindicated,” Mr. Loriner' Ape 
X lopgy.. And all who light their Candle at Mr. Baxter's E 
_ 80 See, Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. where we have no leſs t = ſeven 
Articles, of the Covenant of Grace, laid down in the moſt abſolute 
Manner, and thus they ſtand, as ſo many Bleſſings which can never 
be loſt, for want of à Condition perform'd by the Creature. I. g- 
ther faith, he is a right Divine, who can ri 1 judge between 
the Law and the Goſpel: I add, to make oſpel a Law, is 
not to judge very right of that. 
I) Ep. i. 4. 

(i) Jo. 2 15. Luke i. 68. Rev. xiv. 3. 

(& ) Rom. iv. 6, 23, 24. Phil, iii. 8, 9... 

(1) Jo. i. 13. Br 11. 1, 10. . 
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| on, a8 Terms and Conditions, ere! co Sal 
jt vation. Im) 

| Now, Sir; having in few Words, (for 1 don't 
Love a great many} ſtated the Goſpel accord- 
ing to the different Schemes among Men, I 
ſhalt not ſo dire! 1 in theſe Lines, attem 
the Vendication of that which I take to 
right, but knowing you are of the ſame Mind 
with my ſelf in this general Point, do — 
ceed to enquire how much of the 
the free unconditional Diſcovery # ro 7 by 
Jeſus Chriſt, there is to be found in the two 
Diſcourſes now before me, or rather, how little 
there is of it, and how much there is of the 
contrary, and ſhall leave the other, till our Au- 
' thor is pleas'd to undertake to prove, that the 
| Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, ; is a conditi- 
[ onal Diſcovery of Salvation, or ANY elſe, 


ſhall lead me to it. 

y The firſt of our Authors Diſcourſes, youknow, 
it, was publiſh'd more than two Years ſince, thle 

| laſt not two Months ſince, and had I not found the 

4 very ſame Spirit in the laſt, as evidently ap- 

It pears in the firſt, T had not reviv'd, what amy | 

41 poſſibly be almoſt forgot by many. 1 

E | However, I can't think a Word, for Truth ; 

L | can be unſeaſonable at any Time; < earneſtly to 

| t contend for the faith which was once delivered 
@ tothe Saints,” (n) js 5 at all Times, and more 
8 eſpecially I 
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(m) Act. xv. 1, 24. 1 Tim. ĩ. + 597+ Gat. i ** 
(n) Ind. 3. verſe latter Part. 
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eſpecially when any appear as perſiſting in a di- 
4 2 1 8 to it: Whether this be the Cafe 
in what is before us, I ſhall leave to your better 
Judgment, after a few Remarks upon it. 
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Our Author, in the 35th, and 36th, page of 
his firſt Diſcourſe tells us, that Chriſt hath ob- 
tain d for the Saint, a Covenant of Grace. 

Here, Sir, pleaſe to obſerve, we have a plain 
and full Account of his Senſe of the Covenant 
of Grace, and nothing dropt in either of his 
Diſcourſes, which tends to correct it, as I can 
find, in the laſt Diſcourſe, Page the 18th, and 
in other Places he ſpeaks of entering into Co- 
venant with God, which agrees well enough 
with the other. | 203 21 

And what can be our Authors Senſe of the 
Covenant of Grace ? but that Chriſt hath obtain- 


ed a conditional Grant of Salvation, a new re- 
medial Law, for if Chriſt has obtain'd a 
Covenant (which the Scriptures ſpeak nothing 
the 4 


of as I can find) it muſt be either a Covenant 
with Conditions, or without Conditions; not 
without Conditions, according to Mr. Belbin, 


for than there can be no room fot our Worles 


and Services, to come in for a Recompence and 
Reward, which he s very zealous for, 
in the - 26th Page hi firſt Diſtourſe, and 
his zeal don't appear leſs warm for it in his 
ſecond, as Page the 5th and 6th, 39, 40, 41, 
and 42. makes evident. e 
Tis true, he turns his Back to the Word 
Merit, wich ſome kind of diſdain and abho- 
rence, and it is wich as much Juſtice and Ar- 


gument 


[8 ] 

; gument, as Bellermine might have done ir, 990 
j never pleaded / for Merit, you know, Sir, but 
| thro' the precious Merits of Chriſt, by Which 
| a Covenant of Grace was obtain'd: ( o) 
That this is the true State of the Caſe, rake 
kis own Words. 

He having in the 25th Page of his firſt Dif- 
courſe, poke of che Saints Reward; firſt the 
Reward of Chriſt's undertakings, who per- 
form'd and ſuffer d ſo much for the ſake of 
his People (not in their room and ſteed, as 
Proteſtants ſpeak, when they ſpeak like rhem- 
ſelves, no !- take care of that) He comes in 
the 26th Page to ſpeak of their own Works, 
« wilt thou not, (fays of fay that death is 
Gain in the proſpect of that great and glori- 
« '0us Reward, which thou ſhalr then obtai 
« -and farther, tho I would by no Means Fo 
thought to imagine, that our Works Ane 
Duties are meritorious (no, by no means) yet 
« ſhall the departed Saitits receive an ache 
„Weight of Glory for theſe alſo; God ac 
*:cepting their Obedience chrough the 358 
4} «/ cious Merits of his Sn, will allo! cohfef on 
E | 6;:them a rich Reward, as * Recompence of 

| | «their ſervices; and that in Seton to the 
1 various e of Service," a vanlce- 
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ment in holineſs; p which, I think, is plain, 
« and beyond Diſpute, from the Parable of the 
« Talents, and ſeveral other Paſſages, of Scrip- 
un N 
But, as he has not condeſcended to hint at 
one of thoſe ſeveral Paſſages, he can't blame 
me for paſſing them over in Silence, for whe- 
ther he had his Eye to the Law, or to the 
Goſpel, on the Pentateuch, or on the Hiſtory 
of the Kings of Judab aud T/rael, I'll not fay, 
ſceing what he has refer'd us to, is no more to 
his purpoſe, than if he had mentioned the 
Story of Toſeph's being fold into Egypt, not- 
withſtanding he is ſo poſitive in his Citation, 
and faith, it is plain and beyond Diſpute. 

If it be ſo with him and others, who 
don't diſtinguiſh a Right between Law and 
Goſpel, yet it is not ſo to thoſe who do, for 
tis very probable, our Lord hinted at the Lan- 
guage of the Law, by this parable, which is, 
do and live, improve what thou haſt, and take 
the Advantage of it. 75 
But the Goſpel has no ſuch Language, that 
ſpeaks only of giving, and I think thoſe. who 
are ſav'd 'tis by the Grace diſcover'd ... 
7 B the 


— . 


(p) Wonderfull ! and amaſing ! that the Saints good Works \ 
ſhould do more- for them through Chriſt. than Chriſt could, or would 
do for them by himſelf, an additional Weight of Glory.” No 
ſuch proportionable Glory for me, I'd be content with that little 
(if Mr. Belbin counts it ſo) which Chrift has attain'd for me, and 
methinks my dear Friend, might be content with his having more Glory 
here, than ſome others have, and not be ſo ambitious of it inanother 


State (ultinate Glory) where I think the Scriptures give no intimation 
of any Degrees of it. wy 


[ 10-] 


the Goſpel, . and not by their obedience, accept- 4 


ed through the precious Merits of Chriſt, (Mr. 


Rabin's Language) and hence eternal Life is ſaid 4 


to be the Gift of God, not the Reward of our ? 


ſervice, either in Part or whole. ; 

However, this is a Parable, and does not 
give us an Account of Matter of Fact, tho' our 
Author is as poſitive, as tho' it was a Hiſtory, ' 
which diſcovers his Acquaintance | with the Scrip- q 


tures, much as hisciting, Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24, 
page 27th, 28th of his firſt Diſcourſe does; 


where he faith the Apoſtle deſcribes the Church 
triumphant in all her beautiful Perfections, where- 
as tis plain the Apoſtle is deſcribing the Glory | 
of the Goſpel Diſpenſation in Oppoſition, to, or 
rather, in Contradiſtinction from the Legal. 

Bur his Thought on that Paſſage of Scripture 


agrees, well enough with what we have in 30% 4 


Paye of his firſt Diſcourſe, where he tell us, 
ſhall have an eternal Union to the Lord in Hea- 
ven, alſo, that when we are got to Heaven, we 
ſhall no more be ſeperated from Chriſt, farther 2? 
in Heaven, Chriſt will be a headof Confirmation, q 
and all theſe Priviledges, the Believer will gain 
by his Death, 

Now it theſe are gain'd by, c or at Death, than 
the Believer had them not before, the Ortha- 


doxy of which, I leave the leaſt in the Church 


of Chriſt to judge of, only I would obſerve, 
that*theſe Priviledges are brought in, as a moſt 
incouraging Conſideration, for our being willing 
to die. * 


3 

If this Authors Loyns had been girt about 
with Truth, (4) he could not have wrote 
after ſuch a looſe Way; but his Covenant of 
Grace obtain'd, may poſſibly keep his looſe 
Things together in his own Apprehenſion, 

But J return, if he hath hope from his im- 
proving his many Talents. I ſuppoſe, thoſe 
who have the © Light of God, the Holy Ghoſt 
<« ſhining in their Hearts, having the Knowledge 
« of the Glory of God, in the Perſon of Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” (r) have not. 

Again, (faith he) in the ſame Page, © Here 
« O Chriſtian, thou art ſowing as the Apoſtle 
« calls it, to the Spirit, therefore ſhalt thou, 
Nat the End of thy Days, reap Life, and Joy, 
« and Peace. Here thou art labouring and 
« ſtriving to obtain Heaven, Death ſhall ac- 
« compliſh thy Deſires ; thou ſhalt then reap 
« the bleſſed Fruits of all thy Endeavours.” ._ 


* 


And in the laſt Diſcourſe, Page the 5th, 
having given us his Method of ſpeaking. to 
his Text which is, Rev.” xiv. 13. © The Hap- 
« pineſs here promis'd after Death, (faith he) 
3 © doth not belong to all; (I ſuppoſe not, 
for all are not elected, and it belongs only to 

thoſe who were choſen in Chriſt, Mk, appoint- 

ed to obtain it by him) © neither Reaſon, (+) 
% nor the Holy Scriptures will ſuffer us to 
« think thus. There is an eternal Difference 
: between 


5 


1 n, 

r N ONE e e 

Ts s$) Why this Gentleman ſhould have ſuch Recourſe, to reaſon, 
the light of Nature in ſuch great Matters, I'll not determine. 


If (a) E 3 
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« between good and evil; and no doubt, the 
« wiſe and righteous Governor of the World, 
« will ſee that this Difference be maintained, 
e by a juſt Retribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 
© ments, in a future State. Page the 6th, 
«. Death, (faith 47h is the Period or Concluſion 
«os Life, the cloſe and winding up of all our 
Conduct here upon Earth, which, as tis all 
« perfectly known to God, and we haye the ut- 
« moſt Aſſurance, both From the Light of Na- 
e ture, and divine Revelation, hor he will 
e render to all Men, a juſt Recompence for 
« the Things done in the Body. 

« Hence it follows, that Death is either 
« good or evil, happy or miſerable, as tis 
ce the Sequel of an il! or a well ſpent Life,” 
&c. 5 

Now, dear Sir, after fo much, as here reci- 
cited, and much more of the ſame Kind, as in 
the Pages above mention'd, and many more, 
who can expect any Thing which will agree 
with an unconditional Goſpel, in theſe Diſcour- 
ſes? ſure, not I, for I muſt do Mr. Belbin this 
Juſtice, and 1 do it freely, to ſay, I am ſatisfi- 
ed he has taken a great deal of Care to be 
conſiſtant with himſelf, (i) which I am equally 
Hy. of, was to advance a Fondirianal Way 
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themſelves from others 
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of Salvation, which he apprehends, Chriſt has 
open'd for Sinners, by his Death and Sufferings, 
and they put upon a freſh Trial, and Pro- 
bation, for eternal Life. 

However, in Oppoſition to what I have hers 
recited, and hinted- at, I would in the firſt Place, 
Sir, refer you to an ingenious Author, of the 
preſent Age (u) and ſhall give you one of his 
Sentences, to confront the Scope and Intent of 
Mr, Belbin's Diſcourſes, which J apprehend to 
ly in what I have here recited, and hinted ar 
« The whole of our Salvation, Svin firſt to laſt 
« (fays he) is wholly owing to the Grace of 
« God, excluſive of, and in Contradiſtincti- 
« on from any fort of Works whatever, per- 
« form'd by Mortals,” (wv) And in the next 
Place, pleaſe to obſerve, the Apoſtle Paul en- 
tirely excludes Works as to Salvation. 

« Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which we 
e have done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved 
* us, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and re- 
“ newing of the Holy Ghoſt, () who hath taved 
« us, and called us wich an holy calling, not 
according to our Works, but according to 
his own Purpoſe and Grace which was given us 
< in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began: (Y) 
Here we' ſee, Salvation | is not ſo much, as ac- 

us: . 
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cu] Eſſay on the ä &c. * Page th 
6, to M the 3 
Xe 72 * 
95 Tit. iii. 5. 
(y) 2 Tim. 1. 9. Rom. vi. 23. 


[ 14 ] 
cording to our-own Works, much leſs is it 
founded upon our Works, by a juſt Retribu- 
tion of Reward, no, tis not ſo, through Chriſt, 
tho' Mr. Belb;n would have it fo, for the Apo- 
ſtles nervous and convincing Way of reaſon- 
ing in Rom. xi. 6. will not allow of it, And 
if by Grace (ſaith he) than is it no more of Works ; 
otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace; but if it be 0 
Works, than it is no more of Grace, otherwiſe 
Work, 1s no more Work. | 

Where tis evident, Salvation is not, can not, 
be partly of Grace, and partly of Works, for 
theſe two have a tendency to deſtroy each other, 
if there be but an Attempt to make them coa- 
leſce, in Relation to our Salvation, or eternal 
Happineſs, either as Cauſes or Conditions there- 
of; which is the beſt, and moſt I think, any 
can make of Mr. Belbin's Diſcourſes, founded 
on a Covenant of Grace obtain'd. (=) * 

But the great Apoſtle of the Gentles was 
for no ſuch Thing, he knew of no new Law, 
no conditional Way (i. e. with the ee 
of Salvation; he was all for a free Promiſe (a 
in which is opened all the good wrapt up in 
the Covenant of Grace, which was fulfill'd by 
Chriſt, in every Part of it, as it was made 
with him, he being the head of all the E- 
lect; (b) who are the only Perſons to whom 
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(z) Which I take to be his Foundation, if he has any. 
(a) Gal. 3. from the 16th, verſe to the 21. inclufive. 
a. ee 
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the Covenant of Grace, and the Death of Chriſt 


relates, in. the Aﬀair now before us : (<) which 
if Mr. Belbin had underſtood; he could not 
well have paſt over in Silence, in ſome Places, 
where he has only given a flouriſh of Words, 
perhaps without much meaning. (d | 
However, I will follow him a little Way, 
where his meaning ſeems (at leaſt to me) to be 
very plain. x 


In the 37th Page of his firſt Diſcourſe, we 


have theſe antiſcriptural Words; Tis a good 


Life only that can make Death comfortable.“ 
and in many other Places to the ſame Purpoſe, 
particularly, page the lath and 41ſt, and in 
his laſt Diſcourſe, we are not left without 
Witneſs of his being as much in Love with a 
good Lite (as he calls it) ro the Excluſion of 
Chriſt, and diſtinguiſhing Grace, as ever he 
was, for many of his Pages are ſtuft with the 
Neceflity of a good Life, in order to intitle us 
to the favour of God, and Salvation by Chriſt. (e 
Now to join any Thing with Chriſt, and che 
Grace of God, 1s to exclude both; for God 
will not have any Thing joyn'd with his 
Grace 


_ 


_ 
— n 
* 


* 
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(c) Jo. xvii. 9. I doubt not, but our Lord's Prayer was agreeable to 
the Covenant of Grace, and his own Death. Extended as far as either. 

(d) See Page the 1oth, and 11th of his firſt Diſcourſe, where his 

eaning, as well as in many other Places, lies out of my reach; there 
being ſo many 'Thingsthrown together, without Diſtinction. 

(e) Inſteed ofreciting the Pages to where we have it, I ſay there 
are but few, or none, without it, where he is ſpeaking of Intereſt 
in, and Title to the Favour of God, and let him 8 it if he can 


 36thPages, he hasdeliver'd (the whole World un- 


Grace for us, we could never obtain'd it fot 


cry out, as he does Page the 36th, O excellent 
Redeemer | O bleſſed Jeſus! fo, that we havea 


[D 16 1 
Grace, nor Chriſt with him, be will be all, 
or none at all, in the whole of our Salvaaion. (f) 

I know Sir, you will be ready to think that 
Chriſt might have. been allow'd ſome Place at 
leaſt according to Mr. Belbin in making Death 
comfortable. (8 | 
But why ſhould we expect any Thing to be 
allow'd to Chriſt in this Place; ſeeing there is {6 
much allow'd to him juſt before, in the 35th and 


doubtedly) from the Penalty of the broken Cove- 
nant of Works; yea, and obtain'd a Covenant 
of Grace too: That is, he hath obtain'd a Co- 
venant which admits; and accepts of a good 
Life, which only can make Death comfortable 
and if Chriſt had not obtain'd this Covenant of 


ourſelves; therefore, well might our Author 


great deal allow'd to Chriſt you ſee in this Mat- 
ter, only there is a little more, or rather a great 
deal more allow'd to a good Life; but, What 
doth that ſignifie among Proteſtants, who pro- 
teſt againſt the Word Merit, as well as againſt 
the Word Pope? (h) 

But you will obſerve, Sir, whar is allow'd to 
Chriſt, is Remote, and not enough to make 
Death comfortable; it is a Nullity, a good Life is 

5 | all 


„en. u. from the zoth Verſe, to the 33. Chap. 10. ten firſt 


(e With Eaſe he might have ſaid, in and through Chriſ. 
(b) And little, beſides the Word, I fear, is the Caſe with many. 


i. * A. 


Ll 

all; what Chriſt hath done, is only enough to 
make it poſſible for you to die comfortable, and 
your own good Life muſt give being to it, 
but a good Life is allow'd ro be ſufficient to 
make Death comfortable, nay, nothing elſe can 
come in for a ſhare in this, in an immediate 
Way, no, not Chriſt, nor the Holy Ghoſt, 
who is the comforter. {7 | | 
However, I'Il venture to ſay, the beſt good 
Life, except the good Life of Chriſt, will not, 
can not, make Death comfortable, either in Part 
or Whole. 1 | 
The great Apoſtle tells us, he counted. all 
IT Things but Loſs and Dung, (i) in which all 


d MW Things, his good Liſe muſt be included, if he 
le had any? which undoubtedly he had, as good 
of as Mr. Belbin. (* 6 7 
'r ökL Now for any to count that but Loſs and Dung, 
r vhich only can make Death comfortable, would 
at be to act the Part of a mad Man. Surely we can 
ea never ſufficiently priſe and value that, which 
t- only can make Death comfortable, that 
at which a Perſon in the Views of, can with 
at comfort. paſs. through the Valley of the Sha- 


dow of Death, and the Apoſtle we find was ac- 


{t A ordingly affected with it, and takes Notice of 
it, with a kind of holy Triumph and evangc- 
to lick Extaſy, O Death where is thy Sting? 0 
Ke Grave where is thyViftory? the Steng of Death is 


Sin; and the ſtrengtb of Sin is the Law. But 
a C Thanks 


(i) Phil. iii. 8. 
(k) I would not by this, intimate, that Mr, Belbin wants what he 
calls a good Lite. ; * | 


„* 4 
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Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Victory, 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. (1) 
. Obſerve, the Apoſtle never once gives the leaſt 
hint of his own good Life, He don't oppoſe his 
own good Life, to any Thing which might 


2 6— aa _ > 
 __ 2 1 Peak * o 
, a. * 


render Death und ; deen and Sin 
No, but his Eye is directly on Chriſt withour 
his own good Lite. 

Now either the Apoſtle had another Way 
of encountering Death with Comfort, than 
what Mr. Belbin mentions, or he muſt be a 
Stranger to it, ſeeing he don't mention that, 
but is every where throwing it out of the Ac- 
count; when he mentions any Thing relating 
to Comfort in the Views of Death, which will 
appear by an impartial examining of every Place 
where we have any Thing of this Kind, which 
if Mr. Belbin think it will not, let bim fix on 
the Place, or Places, and we will enter, if he 
pleaſe, on an Examination of it at once. (m) J 

However, Sir, I beg leave to offer one Argu- 
ment to overthrow his Chriſt diſhonouring, Soul 
diſtreſſing, and Soul deceiving, Aſſertion, Tis 
* a good Life only can make Death comfort- 
« able. I 
That which has not enough in it, to ſatisfie 
a Conſcience powerfully and effectually con- 
vinc'd of Sin, can't make Death comfortable. 

But 


— 


0 1 Cor. xv. 555 56, 57. 
(m) I would willingly come at the Right of Things, tho I'd 
not give 3 
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But the beſt good Life, except the good Life 
of Chriſt, has not enough in it to ſatisfie a Con- 
ſcience thus convinc'd : Therefore the beſt good 
Life exceptChriſt's,can't makeDeath comfortable. 
Iam fatisfied, nothing wants Proof in this Ar- 


gument to a Perſon truly acquainted with him- 


ſelf, having been under the Teachings of the 
Lord the Spirit, and receiv'd the Light of 
Lite. 

But I'd offer ſome Thing for the Proof of 
the Aſſumption, that there may be no room 
for any to oppoſe the Truth, without a mani- 
feſt Deſign to wrangle, for the Major and Con- 
clufion are too plain to need Proof, there be- 
ing nothing that can give Comfort in the Prof- 
pect of Death, whilſt the Conſcience 1s uneaſy, 
unſatisfy'd. 

And that our own good Life can't ſatisfie Con- 
ſcience ; 1s plain to every Soul ſpiritually alive. 
A Conſcience effectually convinc'd of Sin, has 
its Eye to the holy Law of God, and what can 
ſatisfie ſuch a Conſcience, but that which is 
commenſurate with the Law of God? 

Let Mr. Belbin tell me if he can, or point 
out to me the Man, and his good Life, which 
are commenſurate with the Law of God, ſee- 


11. 10. | 


Whereas, he who has a Righteouſneſs com- 
menſurate with the Law, is Righteous, 


ing © there is none Righteous, no not one, Rom. 


And 


— 


Part of the Argument he pleaſe. (n 


L. 20 


And here, let my Friend take hold of which 
But I had almoſt forgot Chriſt's obtaining 


a Covenant of Grace for us, What, a new e re- 
medial Law ? a Law lower'd to our Capacities, 


ſo that if we are but ſincere in what we do, if 


we do what we can, we muſt be good, it muſt 
be a good Lite according to the new Law, that 
is a mild Law, and fo it is an eaſy Matter to 
be good, to lead a good Life; tis but for Na- 
ture to exert it ſelf, which he plainly intimates 
in many Places, as his Judqment, (o which 
I'll next remark, as ſoon as I have done with 
his good Life. leaving him to take the Com- 
fort of it in his Death, if the Lord, by his 
mighty Grace don't prevent, plainly ſeeing it is 
nothing but Deluſion, for he that truſteth his 
own Heart, is a Fool, Prov. xxviii. 26, and he 
that truſteth his own good Life, to make Death i 
comfortable, can't be very wiſe I think; for it 
the Heart be not good enough to be truſted to, 
the Life can't neither; can there be a good 
Life withour a good heart ? Indeed I have heard } 
many talk of good Hearts, but their good Hearts 
have apparently wanted good Lives, and if our 


Friends good Life, ſhould want a good Heart, it 7 


would be bad enough, which is leſt alone to | 


him who ſearcheth the Heart to determine. 


SIR, 
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(n) In his own Mind, and let Conſcience ſpeak. 


(o) Undoubtedly be includes ſuch aflifance, which all have, or 
may have if they do but ſec K it. 


MONG Mr. Belbin's many freewill Paſ- 
ſages, what I hear remark, you may 
hnd in the Toth Page of his firſt Diſcourſe, 
« 'Tis (ſays he) a ſad Reflection on the Folly of 
« the Multttude. that the whole Creation be- 
« fides obſerves the Laws of Nature, and per- 
« formes the divine Will ; but Man alone to the 
« Diſgrace of his Reaſon, and intellectual Powers 
« 1s bold in Sin, &c.“ 

With Submiſſion, I think the fallen Angels 
are part of the whole Creation, and alſo that 
they are bold in Sin, acting to the Diſgrace of 
their intellectual nature, but they are fallen, 
you will ſay, and is not Man fallen too; 
What than makes the Difference? 

Is it not the everlaſting Love of God, as the 
Fountain, or Original, electing Grace, and 
redeeming Goodneſs, as Streams without us, 
together with an Almighty Power, put forth, 
or diſplain'd upon us? 

Is it not theſe I ſay, which makes the dif- 
ference? and what Part have the nonelect in 
theſe, more than the fallen Angels? 

Hath God, an offended God, diſcover'd an 
univerſal Philanthrope, in a gnneral Redemp- 
tion? and is Man's freewill the turning Point. 
ſor Salvation, by improving the Means in his 


perſuing 


* 


* 
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perſuing his own Happineſs, under ſuch divine 
Aſſiſtance which all Men have, or may have? 
is this I ſay the Caſe ? 

If this be Mr. Belbin's Opinion, which it muſt 
be, except he has trifl'd in the greateſt Part 
of his Diſcourſes; if it be, I fay, let him ſpeak 
ont, that none may think otherwiſe of him 
(p) 

But farther, ſuppoſe Man, fallen Man, 
was to act like the whole Creation beſides, 
which is but in a natural Way; would this 
be to live a good Life? would this be to live 
a Lite good enough to make Death comfortable ? 
what, is it but to engage our rational Facul- 
ties in a natural Way, and ſo become Religi- 
ous? to deviate from the vulgar Road, and for- 
ſake the unthinking Multitude, as he ſpeaks 
elſewhere. 

I readily allow a Power in Man, both for 
natural and moral Actions, and allo for reli- 
gious Actions in a natural Way; and it is to 
the diſgrace of the Reaſon, and intellectual 
Powers in moſt, that they are not only ſo 
bold in Sin, in doing what is forbidden, bur 
alſo deficient in natural and moral good 
Things, which they might do, which they 
have a Power to do; for I' am not offended 
with 


p) 1 hepe the Fear of Perſecution don't deter him; I am ſure 
none Cught to ſuffer for their being faithful to their Light, and farther, 
Periecution don't belong to the Church of Chriſt, for by the fame 
Rule, auy one may think for himſelf, every one may. 
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with Duty, and the preſſing of it with Argu- 

ments, but for joining of it with Grace. 
But ſuppoſe they did it, I muſt deny this to 

be Religion, tho' a Man was to do all, to the 


X utmoſt of his Power, this would not make, or 


denominate him truly Religious, if he was to 
live aſter this Manner, he would not live a good 
Life, a religious Life in a Scripture Senſe (that 
is ſomething ſupernatural and ſpiritual ; ) and 
it is not Mr. Belbin's Sincerity and Piety, which 
he ſo often mentions (in the room of ſomething 
elſe) will make up the deficiency. 

The Apoſtle Paul, before his Regeneration 
and Converſation, made as great Proficiency 
this Way, as any ever did, but without a good 
Life, or the Power of Religion, which many 
ſeem concern'd about, except it be to deny it. 
(4) j 

Had Mr. Belbin rightly, ſpiritually, under- 
ſtood the diſmal Effects of the Fall, and the 
Power of God diſplay'd in a ſupernatural and 
ſpiritual Way, in bringing a Perſon to a good 
Life, (r he might have diſcours'd of them very 
pertinent, in this Place, as I humbly con- 
ceive. 

Bur inſtead of theſe, not only. in the Place un- 
der Confideration, but in many other Places, in 
both his Diſcourſes, we have ſo much of the 
Creatures preparing for Death, by a good and 


pious 


(q) Phil. iii. 4, Fo 6,7. 2 Tim. ui. 5. Fs 8 
(r) Ep. ii. 1, 5. Chap. 1, 17, 18, 19, 20. 
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pious Converſation, and by a wiſe Improve- 
ment of one Thing and another; that a poor 
ſenſible Sinner, 1s left as deſtitude of ſpiritual 
Food and Comfort, as a naked Man would be 
of that which is proper for the Comfort of the 
Body, on the moſt barren mountain. (5) | 

Poſſibly, Mr. Belbin may think his Diſcour- 
ſes are fited for great Service to immortal Souls, 
and he intimates as much in his Dedication of 
his firſt Diſcourſe, but I obſerve his Language 
ſtrikes with more Pleaſure on the Ear, and At- 
fections, than his Matter does on the Judgment 
of an experimental Chriſtian. * 

I have propos'd, in my own Mind, only a 
few Strictures on our Authors Diſcourſes, 
therefore you'll not expe&t I ſhould tranſcribe 
much of his, which would only ſwell my Lines 
to a greater length than what is deſign'd. 
However as he has ſo many Chriſt diſhonour- 
ing, Paſſages in both his Diſcourſay, I can't 
but tranſcribe in this Place a few of his Words 

In the 12th Page of his laſt Diſcourſe, he is 
ſpeaking of Converſion, and tells us there are 


two Parts in it, Repentance and Faith ; which 


is true, undoubtedly, but why muſt Repentance 
be put before Faith? ſurely it can't be an evange- 
lical Repentance, which preceedeth faith, the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. vii. 10. ſpeaks of a Repentance 
unto Salvation, not to be repented of, but ſuch 
| 8 a 
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ts) What Food or Comfort for a poor Soul, when all depends up- 
on his own doings, his own good I. ife? „ , 


— 


| 15 ; 


a Repentance muſt have a lively Faith at the 
bottom of it; 'tis not a legal Repentance, a 
Repentance which few are without, no, I hum- 
bly conceive it is that which flows from a ſenſe 


ol the Love of God, which is only appre- 


hended by Faith: Therefore I think Faith 
ſhould have been pur in its right Place. 

But I think Repentance is not only miſplac'd 
with Relation to Faith, but with Relation to 
Chriſt alſo, ſpeaking of the great Conſequence, 
and abſolute Neceſſity of Repentance, in order 
to Reconciliation with God, to which he ſub- 
joins the following Words, « Sin is the high 
« Wall of Seperation between God and Man, 
« which muſt be pull'd down and deſtroy'd 
« before ever there can be Peace and Union re- 
« ſtor d. 17 | 

This is true, but will our Author make poor 
benighted Souls believe Repentance is to pull 
down Sin as it ſeperates between God and 
Man? I fear this is the trick he is playing with 
them, but alas! this is only to bind a Burthen 
the faſter upon their Backs, 1 

Beſides, what is become of the Honour 
which the Scriptures give to Chriſt in this 
Matter? Eph. ii. 13, 14, 15, 16. But now in 
Chrift Feſus, ye who ſometimes were far off, are 
made nigh by the blood of Chriſt (not by Repen- 
tance) for he is our peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down the middle wall per- 
lition between us; having aboliſhed in his F the 
the enmity, even the law of commandments, con- 
tained in ordinances, 5 to make in himſelf of 
128 twain 


[ 26 ] 
twain, one new. man, ſo making peace; And that 
he might reconcile both unto God in one body by 
the crojs, having ſlain the enmity thereby, Col. 
i. 20. And (having made peace through the blood 


of his croſs) by him to reconcile all things unto him- 


ſelf, by him I ſay, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven. _ | 

In theſe Paſſages of Scripture, with many 
more which might be cited, we may plainly 
ſee, that Sin as it has any Tendency to ſepe- 


rate between God aud Man, as it is Enmity, . ? 


&c. 1s entirely remov'd by Chriſt, the Honour 
of it is his due alone, Repentance has no Hand 
in it, tis the Senſe of its being remov'd by 
the Blood of Chriſt. will produce Repentance, 
that Repentance which is included in true Con- 
verſion, 

But as to Mr. Belbin's Converſion and Repen- 
tance, I deſire to leave them, and thoſe who ſa- 
tishe themſelves therewith, to a gracious God 
« who will have Mercy on whom he will have 
Mercy.” 

Thus, Sir, having given you a hint or two, 
whereby you may gueſs what mightbe done with 
Mr. Belbin's Diſcourſes, not only by general 
Strictures, but in particular and cloſe Animad- 
verſions, by a Perſon of equal human Learning 
with himſelf, (which I acknowledge myſelf to 
be deſtitude of) I only beg leave to do two 
Things more, after which I'd draw to a Cloſe. 

Firſt, I propoſe that Mr. Belbin (if he would 
bethought a Friend to the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt) ſhould point out to us ſome of his 
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| 1 
Pages in either of his Diſcourſts, where we have 
a Connection of Sentences which will corro- 


ſpond with a free, unconditional Diſcovery of 


Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; as alſo to make it ap- 


pear, that we have nothing directly oppoſite to 
it in the Pages I have mention'd in this Letter, 
and when he has done this, I here promiſe to 
retract all I have done in theſe Lines, in Op- 
poſitron to him. (v 3 

On the other Hand, if he don't believe the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jetus Chriſt ; which con- 
tains in it the Doctrines of Election, particular 
Redemption, Juſtification, by the Imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Regeneration by the 
Work of the Lord the Spirit, wherein the crea- 
ture is paſſive: Let him only ſignifie it, in as few 
Words as he pleaſe, and if he chuſe to enjoy his 
Faith or Opinion, without a Vindication, I pro- 
miſe to leave him undiſturb'd for the future, (u) 
but if he chuſe to vindicate it, and will accept 
of me for a Reſpondent, he may depend on a 
faithfull Reply, according to my Capacity, and 
what Aſſiſtance the Lord will be pleas'd to give 


me, as from one willing to be convinc'd, or to 


convince others which Scheme is right, by the 
Rule of Conſiſtancy, (v. 
Here, 


— — 
, * 


( t ) With Joy too. 
(uv) He ſhall not find me a Wrangler. ra 
() On which I think the Honour of the Scriptures depend. That 


which is inconſiſtent with it ſelf the infal- 
lible Word of G04 with it ſelf, ſhould not be father'd on the. inf: 
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both his Diſcourſes? whereas we have not a 


28 


Here, Sir, I take leave juſt to obſerve, that 
many ſeem willing, to be thought of, as be- 
lieving the Doctrines above-mention'd, but at 
the ſame time deny the Goſpel to be a free un- 
conditional diſcovery of Salvation, which is the 
alone ſupport of them, (x) and in which View 
of the Goſpel, they naturally fall in, under evry 


head of our Authors Diſcourſes ; whereas he has 


{ſmoothly ſtept over them in both. (y) 

How natural had it been for him to have 
mention'd (at leaſt) the everlaſting Love of God 
diſplay'd in electing Grace, as the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Priviledge, of thoſe who are, and ſhall be 
blefled, in, and at their Death ? how natural I 
ſay, had it been for him to have done this, eſ- 
as bleſſedneſs as Death is the Sum of 


Word of it as I can find. (=) 

But he is not wanting to extole the creature; 
ſpeaking Page the 7 of his laſt Diſcourſe, of 
the Saints and their good Works which ſhall fol- 
low them, They. themſelves (faith he) ſhall 
% have in heaven a gratefull and pleaſing re- 
« membrance of their paſt conduct, how they 
„ chuſe the way of truth and rü 

enter 


LI - * 
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(x) 2 Tim. i. 10. Life and Immortality brought to Light 


through an unconditional Goſpel, will bear tne Weight of Election, 
but, a Conditional Goſpel, will let it fall to the Ground, which is all 
the value ſome have for it, who yet profeſs to believe it. 

{y ) But I don't blame him for it, if he don't believe them. 
) A Work of Grace which he would be thought to diſcurſe of 
1 I tuppoſe ) is a Fruit of Everlaſting J. ove. Jer. xxxi. 3. and a Bleſſing 
of the everlaſting Covenant. Eph. 1. 3, 4 
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« enter'd into covenant with God, ſerv'd, hon- 
« qur'd and obey'd their Maker; &c. Not to 
ſuppoſe there will be no Reflection in Heaven 
on our paſt Conduct; yet I hm well fatisfied 
whatever there may be of that kind, twill all 
turn with a greater Glory to the Grace of God, 
than our Author takes Notice of, more aſcrib'd 
to the Grace of God than only through the 
Aſſiſtance of it, 'twill all turn on Grace, di- 
ſtinguiſhing Grace, and nothing elſe. (a) | 
But, this ſelf admiring Paſlage of our Author's 
Wicems to be founded on the ſame Baſes with what 
ve have in the 21ſt Page of his firſt Diſcourſe; 
W where ſpeaking of ſome great Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, he tells us, they ſhall be diſplay'd to 
aus in the light of heaven, by a more perfect 
« and noble philoſophy than can poſſibly be com- 
municated to men upon earth; in which 
excellent paſſage, (>) Iobſerve he has diſcover'd 
his Opinion about the great Doctrines which he 
"ZW mentions juſt before, how they are diſplay'd to 
us here below, as well as in Heaven, and it is 
by ſome Philoſophy or other, tho? not ſo perfect 
and noble as it will be in Heaven; this is plain 
by the comparative Degree, more perfect and 
= noble. | 2 
Nov the Scriptures inform us, and Experi- 
ence alſo, that tis by the Faith of the Oppora- 
: | - tion 


3 


| 8 Our: xv. 10. Rev. A. Pal. cxv. 1. 1 
ot as agreeing with the Bible, but, as it may ond wi 
lome heath r a a 
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tion of God, we have a ſpiritual Acquaintance 
with the Things of God, (<) and not by Phylo- 
ſophy, for the higheſt Degree of Natural or Mo- 


ral Phyloſophy can't reach to the Things of God 


1 Cor, 11. 14 the natural Man receiveth not the 
&« Things of the Spirit of God: 


And as Faith and Phyloſophy are two Things 
ſpecifically different, ſo I think Faith is the 


more noble, but not too noble to be communi- 
cated to Men on Earth, and as for Heaven, per- 
haps Philoſophy may be as uſeleſs there, as 
Faith will be, which as our Author obſerves 
in another Place, will be turned into Viſion. 

"Tis true, Heaven will not be a Place of Ig- 
norance, but of the higheſt Knowledge, but that 
it will be convey'd, or communicated in a Phy- 
loſophycal Way, is, perhaps, the pleaſing Ap- 
prenenſion, only of thoſe whothink Phyloſopher 
and Believer, to be Terms ſynonimous, or that 
Faith and Reaſon are the ſame Thing, not dif- 
fering in Kind. 

However, as to Phyloſophy, we are, whilſt 
here, bid to beware leaſt any Man ſpoil us by it, 
d) and no wonder, for it being only the Exer- 
ciſe of Nature, which is Enmity againſt God, 

it can't do any Thing in the Things of God, for 


his Glory and our own Good, 'till Faith is infu- 


ſed, to be a Guide to it, and a prevailing Prin- 
ciple over it. 


I am 


— — — 


le) Col. ii. 12. Heb. xi. 1. 
(d) Col. ii. 8. 


7 
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[ 32 ] 
I am ſorry Mr. Belbin has led us no farther than 
Nature goes aſſiſted with the Bible; (e) if he 
has been led farther himſelf, Iſhould have been 
heartily glad if he had diſcover'd it in his Dif- 
courſes. 

Secondly, I would here obſerve, how empha- 
tical our Author expreſſeth himſelf as to the 


two Places of holy Scripture at the beginning of 


his two Diſcourſes. 

In his firſt Diſcourſe, we have Phil. i. 21. 
« For me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain,” 
which he tiles, this excellent Paſſage and 
of the other he ſaith, there is not a morenoble 
Paſſage in the whole Bible. 

Now, Sir, what can be expected from two 
ſuch Paſſages of Scripture but the moſt noble 
and excellent of a Man's Thoughts and Senti- 
ments in Divinity? what J ſay, but this can be 
expected? which I ſuppoſe we have; and what 
do they all amount to? Why! to thus much, 
Chriſt, by what he has done and ſuffer'd, hath 
made it poſſible for all Men (as far as I can find 
by Mr Beilbin) to be ſav'd, if they can but come 
at a good Life, (f) but with Regard to the Doct- 
rines of diſtinguiſhing, deſcriminating Grace 
not a Word of it, tho' ſpeaking to ſuch noble 

| and 
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(d) Col. ii. 8. | 
ſe) Nothing above the Bible (no, nor equal with it) but the na- 
tural Man can't go far with it. 1 Cor. ii. 14 a ; 
t) Probation, and Retribution will diſolve into mear Nothings 
if it be otherwiſe. © 2 1 | 
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1 
and excellent Paſſages of Scripture; which un- 
doubtedly they are, (8 | 
cellent Paſſages, in ſuch an unſavoury, antie- 
vangelical Way, (which the experimental Chri- 
ſtian (h) as well as the Critick, is a Judge of) 
what can we expect from him in a common 
and general Way ? I mean, for thoſe who are 


ſenſible of the Plague of their own Hearts, and 


Irregularities of their own Lives, as well after 
Converſion as before, who, I fear, ſuffer for 
want of Comfort many a Time under ſuch 
Diſcourſes. (i) 8 o 

Thus, Sir, I have made an Attempt on the 
behalf of an unconditional Diſcovery of Salvati- 
on, which is what my Hope is at upon, as 
well as yours, and the great Apoſtles was, (k) 
and though I can do little or no Service to the 
Truth I plead for, yet that can, and will do me 
more good than I can poflibly ſuffer evil by my 

| | . appearing 
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(eh The Grace of God might have beeri_ magnified, or at leaſt 
lainly witneſſed to, in ſpeaking” to them. How has Mr. Wallin in a 
Funeral Sermon for Mr. Noble, on Phil. i, 21. appear'd for the Doct- 


rines of diſtinguiſhing'Grace ? and yet has not been unconcern'd a- 


bout a good Life. Mr. John Jennings, p. 25, ſpeaking to Miniſters 
. And why ſhould not we, introduce the Peculiarities uf 
e Goſpel, upon all Occaſions; as frequently as the Apoſtles did, if, 
. he) our Schemes of Fheology will not allow us, we have rea- 
to ſuſ we are in a different Scheme from the Apoſtles. 
£10 Had not Experience, the Life of Religion been concern'd, 1 
not thus appear d. g 
li) Ta. xl, 1, 2. Ez. xii. 22. 
(k) Tit. i. 2: | 


If our Author has treated fuch noble and ex- 


\ 


i\ 


in 


(+83]] 


appearing for | it; however, I cannot but do i ie 
60 


And yet, with. our Author, I can truly ay, 
I am not fond of medling with Controverſies, 
or inveighing againſt other Men's Opinions; (. 
but thisI may be allow'd to ſay, that to me no- 
thing in the whole Bible ſeems more evident than 
that ** Goſpel is an unconditional Diſcovery of 


Salvation That eternal Life is not Wages, or Re- 


ward for our Works, either in the whole of it, or in 
any Part of it, directly, or indirectly, no ! not 
through Chriſt; but a free Gift, in, and with 
Chriſt, in whom the Elect were always conſider'd, 
both before and ſince the fall, and for whom a- 
lone, Chriſt did, what we are told he has done, 


with Relation to Salvation, eternal Life and Ha 


pineſs; and on the Account of which alone, the 


Elect are brought out of the Ruins of the fall, ro a 


Participation of grace here, and Glory hereafter. 
But I perceive Mr. Belbin's Scheme ill not al- 
low of any ſuch Grace as this is, his Goſpel is 
no great Privile e to fuch who have no Confi- 
dence in the Fleſh, who rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, 
whoſe Names were writen in the Book of Life ; 
and with Regard to others I ſuppoſe, they will 
not find much Advantage by it, tho our Au- 
thor ſeem to be ſo much concern'd about. them. 
ne cnc are the Elect left 


e 
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(1) AR. iv. 20. 
im) See in the 27th Page of his laſt Diſcourſe. 
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whereas the Apoſtles Care and Concern was, 


that they ſhould obtain the Salvation which is 


in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Take a few more of this Gentleman's Words 
in his laſt Diſcourſe Page 45th, he confronts 
every Doctrine of the pure Goſpel, I humbly con- 
ceive in the following Words, — the Wiſdom, 
«« Juſtice, and Holineſs of God, and the im- 
% mutable. difference between good and evil, 


« (fayshe) ſtand as an eternal Bar, to prevent a 


« wicked Man from ever entering into Hea- 

By a wicked Man, I ſuppoſe he means an un- 
Tegenerate Man, one not converted, Now, are 
not all the Ele& ſuch by Nature? and yet I 
think what he mentions with much more, can't 
amount to an eternal Bar to prevent their going 
to Heaven, are we not told that the Elect ob- 
tains it? and tho' the Ele& don't go to Heaven 
as wicked Men and Women, yet their being 
wicked can't prevent their going ta Heaven, 
don't the Promiſes of the Goſpel engage the 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Holineſs of God, to pre- 
vent their Wickedneſs, fo far as that it ſhall not 
prevent their going to Heaven? and if ſo, why 
ſhould not this be proclaim'd in the Ears of Sin- 
ners, of wicked Men? this in the Hand of the 
Lord the Spirit will lead to a better Reforma- 
tion of Life, than the Fear of Hell can poſſibly 
do, which our Author cloſeth up this Head 


with, where we have the Words laſt recited, 


But, I am weary of that which is neither fit to 
convert a Sinner, nor comfort the Saints. 2 
STC Bal fk 79 22615775 239 21322 (On 
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On the whole, Sir, Tho' I have not attempt- ' 
cd to make particular Remarks on every Page 
and Paragraph of Mr. Belbin's Diſcourſes, no, 


not every faulty one (it there are any that are 
not ſo) yet I would not be thought, to have 
ſhun'd it, for fear of looſing, my End, or, from 
any unwillingneſs todo my Friend Juſtice ; what 


I have already propos d, will, I think, make the 


contrary evident. | 

Hoping you will excuſe the freedom I have 
taken with you, and that the reading theſe Lines 
will give you Satisfaction, that I am concern'd 
in a good Cauſe, in what I have here done, 
(whatever Character Mr, Belbin may have in the 
Churches, (n) to which I'd pay a becoming dif- 
ferenee) I leave it, to the God of all Grace, and 


am, Sir, your ſincere Friend, and 
Servant in the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
— bleſſed 
for evermore . 


FJ. G. a 4 


». 
— — — — — w 


(a) Gal. ii. 6. with the 14th Verſe. 
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